206                  DRIVING  OUT THE ENEMY.

ing, as this was, a strong natural position. I then sup-
posed and still think, this position was held by a small
brigade of the enemy.

" My preliminary arrangements having thus been made,
two twenty-pound Parrot rifle-guns of Silfversparre's Bat-
tery, under the immediate supervision of Major Taylor,
Chief of Artillery, were moved silently through the forest
to a point behind a hill, from the top of which could be
seen the house and ground to be contested. The guns
were imlirnbered, loaded with shell and moved by hand to
the crest. At the proper time I gave the order to Major
Taylor to commence firing and demolish the house, or ren-
der it decidedly uncomfortable to its occupants. About a
dozen shells well directed soon accomplished this; then
designating a single shot of the twenty-pound Parrott gun
of Silfversparre as a signal for the brigades to advance,
I waited till all were in position, and ordered the signal,
when the troops dashed forward in fine style, crossed the
field, drove the enemy across the ridge and field beyond
into another dense and seemingly impenetrable forest.
The enemy was evidently surprised, and only killed two of
our men, and wounded nine. After he had reached the
ridge, he opened on us with a two-gun battery on the right
and another from the front and left, doing my brigades but
little harm, but killing three of General Veatch's men.
With our artillery we soon silenced his, and by 10 A, M.
we were masters of the position, Generals Grant and
Thomas were present during the affair, and witnessed the
movement, which was admirably executed, all the officers
and men keeping th*eir places like real soldiers.

" Immediately throwing forward a line of skirmishers in
front of each brigade, we found the enemy reinforcing his
front skirmishers; but the woods were so dense as tot a concealed foe, occupy-ls fledline,he brow of in theime Sherman
